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Lions Club president runs for local hero

OANNA LAVOIE

lavoie@insidetoronto.com

“his Sunday, Sept. 28, Beach resident
(eith Begley will be running the
1alf-marathon in the Scotiabank
loronto Waterfront Marathon for
L very special local boy.

Justin Murphy, an enthusiastic
.0-year-old student at Balmy Beach
ichool, was born with sensor neural
1earing loss. In 1999, he received a
:ochlear implant for his left year.
n 2004, he got his life-changing
econd implant.

Unfortunately, both of his expen-
ive devices recently broke and must
se replaced leavmg thelocal “hero”
o use a loaner pair from Sle Klds
{ospital. -

“The family’s on the hook, though,
f the units break,” Begley said.

The president of the Toronto

Jeaches Lions Club, Begley said

1e first learned aboutJustin two
-ears ago through the boy's speech
herapist.

Soon after, the local service
igency began helping his young
amily purchase the pricey batter-

es requn‘ed to operate their son’s-

1earing devices. _

“When both of his implants broke
just thought that this was the per-
ect opportunity to help out,” said
legley, noting the fundraising goal
5 $20,000.

“My concern is to help Justin
nove forward in his studies and
eep progressing He's been through
o much in his life and he’s only
0 years old,” Begley said, adding

1e’s also contacted the company -

hat manufactures the implants for
lirect assistance.
“It would be devastating if Justin

went backwards.”

- the organization is all

~ ‘Neighbourhood

.Lions Club is one of

Helping families like
the Murphys is what the
Lions Club is all about,
Begley said.

“The Lions are here
to help local families
succeed. That’s what

about,” he said. »
This year, Begley [
is the only official

Champlon in the Beach
running for a charitable
cause. ,
Once again, the
Toronto Beaches

11 groups participat-
ing in the marathon’s
Oasis Neighbourhood
Challenge, a series of

Jmini-festivals along
-the race route. The bést

cheering section can win

. one of three cash prizes

for the largest number

- of spectators, the best

Courtesy-photo/TORONTO BEACH LIONS CLUB.

MARATHON FOR JUSTIN: Keith Begley, right,
president of the Toronto Beaches Lions Club, is
running the half-marthon this Sunday, Sept. 28
to raise money to purchase two new cochlear
implants for Beach resident justin Murphy.

costumes and the most
noise, as.well as the quahty of the

_entertainment.

This is the fifth time the Beach has
been home to a cheering section.

The local cheering section, called-

Beach Blast, is located near Lake
Shore Boulevard East and Coxwell
Avenue.

This year’s theme islocal sports '

and leisure. Various community
spoits teams and clubs have been
invited to take partin thls Sundays
festivities,

There will also. be local bands

and entertainment and clowns for
the kids. .

] wwwiinisidétéronto. com

City counc11 rejects
Neville Park development

‘ JOANNA LAVOIE

Jlavoie@insidetoronto.com

The city has officially rejected a.

developer’s bid to build a five-storey;

16-unit condominium development -
and one detached house at the foot

‘of Neville Park Boulevard.
‘Ward 32 (Beaches-East York)

* Councillor Sandra Bussin's motion to
_ support the planning department’s

rejection of the application was
unanimously accepted at Toronto
and East York Community Councﬂ’

_ Sept. 9 meeting,

City council further supported

- that decision at its Sept 24 ses-

sion.
- For more than a year, the
Beach Lakefront Neighbourhood
Association has been at odds
with the project’s developers,
Dermot Sweeny of Sweeny Sterling
Finlayson and Co. Architects and’
partners George Kaiser and Neheel
Suleman.

_ Despite a recent revision of their
plans, the association as well as

“Bussin still feel the development is
. simply too big and out of character

with the primarily single- -family
home community.

At the time they were unveiled,
Sweeny explained the modifica-

.- tions took into account community

feedback like maintaining more

‘trees on the site as well as reduc-
 ing the development’s height and

density.
“1 changed (the de31gn) based

- oh what I thought I was hearing.
" We were fully intent on doing the
» rlght thlng," he said.

" The initial development apph-

cation required the city amend.its -

official plan and rezone 2 and 4
Neville Park Blvd. and 438 and 440
Lakefront Lane. The developers were
asking for a variance of 5.4 metres in
height and 1.34 times imore than the

" permitted density of the area.

The association, whose primary
objective is to reject inappropriate

local development, recently hosted -

a day-long fundraising and aware-
ness concert to accumulate the
funds needed to hire legal counsel,

a development planner and the:

various experts should the case go
to the Ontario Municipal Board.

The developer has 20 days to
decide if that’s the route it would
like to take.

As of Sept. 24, Sweeny said his

next steps were still unclear.
“Iobviously don't agree with it. 'm

notcertain whatI'll do yet,” he said,

adding development applications

_in Toronto are always a challenge

when they’re not for single-family
dwellings.

“We have an Orangeville mental-
ity here in Toronto and it doesn’t
work,” he added.

In a Sept. 24 memo to her constit-
uents, Bussin wrote she'd convene
neighbourhood meetings to develop
astrategy to oppose the developer’s
appeal, should an Ontario Municipal
Board hearing be requested. Bussin
promised she'd work closely with

her staff, city planning and the city
solicitor on the case, as well as the '

community. -
An appeal won't hkely come for-
ward until early next year.




